
 

 
 

Sent via Email on 8th January 2026  
 
To: 
The Rt Hon Darren Jones MP 
Cabinet Office / Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport 
House of Commons 
London SW1A 0AA 
 
CC: 
Brian Stein CBE, Chairman, EM Radiation Research Trust 
Liz Kendall MP, Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology  
Bill Esterson MP  
Feryal Clark MP  
David Davis MP  
 
Re: Urgent Concerns Regarding Proposals to Assign Digital IDs to Newborns 
 
Dear Mr Jones, 
 
The EM Radiation Research Trust writes to express serious concern regarding recent reports 
that the UK Government is considering assigning digital identities to newborn babies 
alongside their traditional health record “red books” under the proposed National Digital ID 
programme. Reports in the press suggest that discussions have taken place in private 
ministerial meetings ahead of any formal public consultation, and without clear 
parliamentary endorsement or an explicit public mandate for such a significant expansion of 
state-issued digital identification.  
 
For your reference, the Euro Weekly News has reported on this proposal and its potential 
implications, which you can read here: Cradle-to-grave surveillance: UK Government plan 
digital IDs for newborns 
 
1. Civil Liberties and Democratic Legitimacy  
Critics have warned that assigning digital identifiers from birth could create a “cradle-to-
grave” identity trail and centralise personal data in a manner that risks privacy, autonomy, 
and individual freedom. Former Conservative cabinet minister Sir David Davis explicitly 
rejected the concept as “creeping state surveillance” and “an affront to centuries of British 
history,” stating: 

https://euroweeklynews.com/2026/01/04/cradle-to-grave-surveillance-uk-government-plan-digital-ids-for-newborns/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://euroweeklynews.com/2026/01/04/cradle-to-grave-surveillance-uk-government-plan-digital-ids-for-newborns/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


“The idea that we should allocate children ID at birth is frankly an affront to centuries of 
British history, and is being put out by ministers who really don’t understand the technology 
they are playing with.” (Before It’s News, 2026) 
 
Adding to these concerns, Palantir Technologies, a major US software company previously 
considered as a potential contractor, has formally ruled out involvement, asserting that the 
digital ID policy was not included in the last election manifesto and has not been tested at 
the ballot box (Benzinga, 2025). Palantir’s withdrawal underscores the need for 
comprehensive parliamentary scrutiny, transparent debate, and public engagement before 
any digital ID system is applied to newborns. 
 
2. Public Health and Precautionary Concerns 
The EM Radiation Research Trust (RRT) has submitted formal evidence to Parliament’s 
Home Affairs Committee emphasising public health risks associated with technologies that 
involve electromagnetic fields (EMFs). RRT notes that digital ID infrastructure, including 
RFID, NFC, Bluetooth, or other wireless connected devices, may introduce persistent low-
level electromagnetic exposure. Newborns and infants, with developing physiology, are 
particularly sensitive, and the long-term effects of cumulative exposure remain largely 
untested. RRT Written Evidence, 2025. 
 
Emerging Evidence on EMF and Cancer Risk: 
 
Independent scientific evidence highlights the potential risks of long-term exposure to 
radiofrequency (RF) radiation from wireless technologies. The World Health Organisation’s 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) classified RF radiation as a possible 
human carcinogen (Class 2B) in 2011, and many experts now advocate upgrading this 
to Group 1. 
 
Recent large-scale studies strengthen concerns about long-term EMF exposure: 
 

• NTP (National Toxicology Program, USA): Chronic exposure to RF radiation 
increased incidence of malignant schwannomas in the hearts of male rats and other 
tumour types in rodents. 

• Ramazzini Institute (Italy): Lifelong exposure to low-level RF EMFs caused 
statistically significant increases in cardiac schwannomas and glial tumours in rats, 
corroborating NTP findings. 

• Animal and mechanistic studies: Multiple publications report DNA damage, 
oxidative stress, and tumour-promoting effects from chronic EMF exposure in animal 
models, highlighting the need for precautionary measures for infants, whose 
developing tissues are more vulnerable. 
 

Key EMF Research Resources for Further Review: 
 

• BioInitiative Report: Over 4,000 studies compiled – bioinitiative.org 
• Powerwatch: Over 1,600 studies on ELF and EMFs – powerwatch.org.uk 
• EMF-Portal: 48,631 publications and 7,012 study summaries – emf-portal.org 
• Safer EMR: More than 2,500 abstracts with links to papers – saferemr.com 

https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/145903/pdf/
https://bioinitiative.org/
https://www.powerwatch.org.uk/
https://www.emf-portal.org/
https://www.saferemr.com/


 
Integrating Digital IDs with infant health records or wearable monitoring systems could 
introduce both data privacy risks and physical exposure to wireless radiation. The absence 
of independent, evidence-based assessment of these combined effects represents a 
significant policy gap that should be addressed before any proposals are advanced. 
 
3. Call for Precautionary Action 
 
Given the serious civil liberties, democratic, and public health concerns outlined above, I 
respectfully urge the Government to: 
 

• Halt any measures that would assign digital IDs at birth. 
• Ensure that any Digital ID system is strictly voluntary and consent-based. 
• Publish comprehensive impact assessments covering privacy, data security, civil 

liberties, and public health, including electromagnetic and wireless exposure risks, 
before any expansion of the scheme. 

• Clarify how data will be stored, shared, and protected, including safeguards against 
future misuse or function creep, in compliance with UK GDPR and the Data 
Protection Act. 

• Acknowledge and respond to concerns raised by independent observers, civil liberty 
advocates, and technology partners regarding democratic legitimacy, including 
Palantir Technologies’ explicit refusal to participate due to the absence of a clear 
public mandate. 
 

Digital identity systems must not be realised at the expense of fundamental rights, public 
trust, or precautionary public health safeguards. Assigning digital identifiers at birth is a 
consequential and potentially irreversible step that demands robust democratic consent 
and independent evaluation. 
We would welcome your response outlining how the Government intends to address these 
serious concerns and ensure that any proposed policy respects democratic principles, 
protects public health, and safeguards the privacy and liberty of all citizens. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Eileen O’Connor 
Director, EM Radiation Research Trust 
 
Chairman EM Radiation Research Trust: Mr. Brian Stein CBE 
Radiation Research Trust 
Chetwode House 
Leicester Road 
Melton Mowbray 
Leicestershire 
LE13 1GA 
 
Website address: www.radiationresearch.org 
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