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Their Royal Highnesses

The Prince and Princess of Wales
Kensington Palace

London W8 4PX

Your Royal Highnesses,

We write on behalf of the EM Radiation Research Trust, an independent UK charity dedicated to
raising awareness of potential risks from electromagnetic fields (EMFs) emitted by wireless
technologies, including 5G.

We note with concern Vodafone’s pledge of £600 million to expand 5G coverage across Wales,
announced at the Wales Investment Summit, at which Your Royal Highness The Prince of Wales
kindly participated. While the Summit highlighted economic and technological benefits,
independent scientific and medical evidence increasingly raises serious concerns about long-
term impacts on public health and the natural environment.

Non-ionising radiation from wireless technologies has been classified as a Class 2B “possible
carcinogen” by the World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC, 2011). This classification followed a rigorous scientific review of human, animal, and
mechanistic studies and was approved by a nearly unanimous vote: 29 in favour, 1 against.
Professor Lennart Hardell MD, Ph.D., Oncology, Cancer Epidemiology, Clinical and Research
Physician, Sweden, has stated unequivocally: “The agent is carcinogenic to

humans.” Subsequent studies, including the United States National Toxicology Program (NTP,
2018) and Ramazzini Institute (2018), have reinforced evidence for carcinogenic and biological
effects at non-thermal exposure levels. Many independent scientists now advocate for
upgrading the IARC classification to Group 1.

Decades before 5G, communities across Europe reported health effects consistent with long-
term exposure to mobile phone masts. Early warnings came from residents, physicians, and
researchers, yet authorities largely ignored them. Notably, the Wishaw Phone Mast cancer and
illness cluster in Sutton Coldfield, England, revealed a serious pattern of disease in the early



2000s. Residents were suffering from breast, prostate, bladder, and lung cancers, pre-cancer
cervical cell changes, motor neurone disease, benign tumours, electro-sensitivity, sleep
disturbances, headaches, dizziness, immune dysfunction, and even blood disorders in a horse.
A survey found that 77 per cent of homes within 500 metres of the mast reported major health-
related illnesses after seven years of exposure. Following the mast’s removal in November 2003,
residents reported restored well-being, improved sleep, and a return of wildlife. This experience
led to the founding of the EM Radiation Research Trust and later the International EMF Alliance.

Comparable findings were emerging across Europe. The Santini study in France (2002-2003)
surveyed 530 residents living near mobile phone relay stations and found increased headaches,
sleep disturbance, depression, irritability, concentration problems, fatigue, and skin
complaints, recommending masts be sited at least 300 metres from homes. In Germany, the
Eger et al. study (2004) analysed medical records for nearly 1,000 people living near a mastin
Naila and found that residents within 400 metres faced a threefold increase in cancer after five
years of exposure, with diagnoses occurring an average of 8.5 years earlier. A study from the
Kaplan Medical Centre in Israel (2004) identified a fourfold increase in cancer within 350 metres
of a mast, and a tenfold increase in women. A separate analysis by the Berlin Cancer Registry
(2006) reported a sevenfold increase in breast cancer near antennas. These epidemiological
patterns were supported by major laboratory findings: the REFLEX project (2004), involving 12
European laboratories, demonstrated DNA strand breaks and cellular stress responses from
low-level RF exposure, providing a biological mechanism for the health trends observed across
Europe.

In addition, industry-funded research by the Ecolog Institute (commissioned by T-Mobile in
2000) reviewed over 220 studies and identified evidence of cancer-promoting effects, DNA
damage, and neurobiological disruption at levels below official safety guidelines. Although
completed in 2000, the report did not reach the wider public until seven years later.

By 2005, Bavarian physician Dr Cornelia Waldmann-Selsam had evaluated 356 residents
suffering symptoms including sleep disruption, fatigue, headaches, concentration and memory
problems, tinnitus, depression, nausea, neurological issues, visual disturbances, joint pain,
and cardiovascular symptoms, patterns consistent with the early studies in the UK, France,
Spain, Germany, and Israel. Doctors noted that symptoms improved when exposure ceased.

Decades of citizen testimony, epidemiological data, biological evidence, and medical reporting
all pointed to the same pattern: chronic exposure to non-thermal levels of RF radiation carries
measurable risks. These early warnings were formally presented to the UK Health Protection
Agency in 2006. They were acknowledged, but no regulatory action followed. With the current
roll-out of denser networks, including 5G and small-cell systems, population exposure will be
significantly higher than at the time these early warnings were first raised.

We therefore respectfully urge Your Royal Highnesses to encourage transparency, independent
health research, precautionary siting policies, and the protection of vulnerable groups,
including children, pregnant women, the elderly, and those with medical implants. We would
welcome the opportunity to provide further evidence to support informed decision-making in
the public interest.

A full list of references and further information on the studies mentioned is available on the EM
Radiation Research Trust website at https://radiationresearch.org/early-european-warnings-
the-wishaw-mast-cluster/
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Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter, and for your continued commitment to public
and environmental well-being.

With respect,

Eileen O’Connor
Co-founder and Charity Director

Brian Stein CBE
Chairman
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